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PRESS RELEASE


THE GAMBIA BECOMES THE NINTH COUNTRY TO ALLOW NGOs AND INDIVIDUALS TO ACCESS THE AFRICAN COURT DIRECTLY
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PRESS RELEASE


Arusha, 23 November, 2018: The Republic of The Gambia has deposited the declaration required under Article 34(6) of the Protocol to allow NGOs and individuals to access the African Court directly.

The notice of deposition was signed by President Adama Barrow on 23 October 2018.

The Gambia becomes the ninth country to allow NGOs and individuals to access the Court directly. The Gambia had ratified the Protocol establishing the Court in June 1999.

In April last year, Tunisia deposited the Article 34(6) declaration to allow its citizens to access the Court.

‘’By depositing the declaration, The Gambia is reaffirming its seriousness in upholding human rights of its citizens,’’ said the President of the African Court, Justice Sylvain Oré, adding that more countries should follow The Gambia’s footsteps. 

Other countries that have deposited the declaration are: Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Malawi, Mali and Tanzania.





 “For the Court to achieve its objectives and further strengthen African human-rights systems, a greater number of countries must ratify the protocol and make the declaration under Article 34(6),” stated Justice Oré.

NOTES FOR EDITORS:

1. The African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights was established by virtue of Article 1 of the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights on the Establishment of an African Court on Human and Peoples' Rights, to complement the protective mandate of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, with a view to enhancing the protection of human rights on the continent.

2. Since the adoption of the Protocol in June 1998, 30 of the 55 AU Member States have ratified it and only eight State Parties to the Protocol have made the declaration under Article 34(6).

3. The success of the Court as a human rights protection mechanism requires much wider ratification of the Protocol by Member States, as well as their acceptance of the competence of the Court by making the declaration under Article 34(6). This “universal” ratification will give the Court the legitimacy it needs to effectively discharge its mandate.

[bookmark: _GoBack]4. As at 1 November 2018, the Court had received 190 applications of which it has finalized 48 cases.

5. The Court is composed of 11 Judges, nationals of Member States of the African Union elected in their individual capacity.

6. The Court meets four times a year in Ordinary Sessions and may hold Extra-Ordinary Sessions.

.Further information on the Court can be obtained from the Court’s website at www.african-court.org.
For more comments:	
Dr Robert Eno, Registrar
Tel: +255 2970430; 02970431; 02970432; 02970433; 02970434; 02970435 
Email: Robert.Eno@african-court.org
For Media inquiries: AfricanCourtMedia@african-court.org
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