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“Advancing the Impact of Victim Participation at th e International Criminal 

Court: Bridging the Gap Between Research and Practice” 
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MODERATORS: 
 
Gregory Townsend 
Gregory Townsend started his legal career as a deputy public defender in Los 
Angeles. In 1998, he joined the UN-ICTR and clerked for a judge before joining the 
prosecution, spending more than seven years working on numerous Rwandan 
genocide cases. He later became a prosecutor for both the U.N. peacekeeping mission 
in Kosovo and UN-ICTY. From 2008 to 2010 he served as Head of Office for the 
Special Court for Sierra Leone in The Hague on the trial of Charles Taylor. He joined 
the Special Tribunal for Lebanon in 2010 as chief legal advisor to the Prosecutor and 
helped craft the first-ever, international indictment for the crime of terrorism for the 
assassination of PM Hariri. From 2014 to 2018, he was chief of the Registry’s Court 
Support Services Section at the UN-ICTY and UN-MICT, overseeing witness 
protection, legal aid, judicial records and court operations. Appointed a Professor of 
the Practice in 2016, he is currently teaching, and engaged in consulting projects. He 
is on the list of counsel to represent victims before the ICC, ECCC and KSC. 
 
Jens Dieckmann 
Jens Dieckmann is Senior-Partner of Becher&Dieckmann–Rechtsanwälte (Bonn, 
Germany) and Associate Member at 9 Bedford Row International (London). He 
represented clients at the ICTY and ICC. Currently, he is assigned Common Legal 
Representative, Associate Counsel, for victims participating in the ICC-Banda-Case. 
He he is Vice President of the ICDL-Germany and member of the ADC-ICT-Board 
(2014-2016 Vice-President; since 2016 Chair of Disciplinary Committee) ). He is Co-
Vice-Chair of the IBA War-Crimes-Committee. 2016/2017 he was member of the 
ICCBA Executive Council and the Professional Standards Advisory Committee. 
2017/2018, he is ICCBA Vice-President for Victims and Chair of the Victims 
Committee. 
 
Christopher Gosnell  
Christopher Gosnell has defended cases before the ICC, ICTY, ICTR, MICT and 
SCSL. He is Lead Counsel for one of the accused in the Bemba et al. contempt 
proceedings, and Associate Counsel for Bosco Ntaganda. He formerly worked in the 
Office of the Prosecutor of the ICTY, in the Office of Public Counsel for Victims at 
the ICC, and in Chambers at the ICTR. After clerking at the Supreme Court of 
Canada, he was an associate at the law firm of Simpson Thacher & Bartlett in New 
York, and taught at Columbia Law School and at the Académie de droit 
humanitairein Geneva. He is the co-editor of Principles of Evidence in International 
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Criminal Justice, and the author of various articles and book chapters, including 
“Damned If You Don’t: Liability for Omissions in International Criminal Law,” 
in The Ashgate Research Companion to International Criminal Law. 
 
 
PANELLISTS & TRAINERS:  
 
Dr Rudina Jasini 
Rudina Jasini is an attorney and researcher specialising in international criminal law 
and human rights law. She is an Economic Social Research Council (ESRC) fellow at 
the Faculty of Law, University of Oxford and is currently leading the ESRC Impact 
Acceleration Award (IAA) project "Advancing the Impact of Victim Participation at 
the International Criminal Court: Developing Avenues for Collaboration'' in 
cooperation with the International Criminal Court Bar Association. Previously, 
Rudina was appointed as a Postdoctoral Global Fellow at New York University 
Center for Human Rights and Global Justice. She has also held appointments as a 
visiting scholar at Harvard Law School and the Max Planck Institute for Foreign and 
International Criminal Law. In April 2015, Rudina was selected as member on the 
ILA International Committee on Complementarity in International Criminal Law. 
Prior to her time at Oxford, Rudina worked as an attorney for the UN International 
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) in The Hague on the defence 
team in the Haradinaj case. She has also worked with the legal team providing 
representation and assistance to victims of the Khmer Rouge regime in Cambodia, in 
the prosecution of Kaing Geuk Eav (a/k/a Duch). 
Rudina holds a DPhil (PhD) in Law and an MSc in Criminology and Criminal Justice 
from the University of Oxford, an LLM in International Legal Studies from 
Georgetown University Law Center and a BA in Law from the University of Tirana. 
 
Paolina Massidda 
Paolina Massidda is a member of the Genoa Bar (Italy) since 1994. She is specialized 
in human rights and international humanitarian law and she holds a master on 
international criminal law. In her over twenty years of experience, she practiced 
before national and international tribunals, representing accused and victims. Since 
September 2005, she is the Principal Counsel of the independent Office of Public 
Counsel for Victims at the International Criminal Court. In this capacity she has 
represented victims in the proceedings before the Court in almost all situations and 
cases, gaining a specific experience in gender crimes, victims’ rights and in handling 
cases with high numbers of victims involved. She is currently the common legal 
representative of victims in the Laurent Gbagbo and Blé Goudé case and in the 
Ongwen case. She also represents victims in the Lubanga, Katanga and Bemba 
reparations proceedings, as well as in the Gaddafi, Kony and Simone Gbagbo cases. 
As Legal Adviser on international humanitarian law, she worked for the International 
Federation of the Red Cross and the International Committee of the Red Cross on 
matters related to the implementation of IHL in national legislations. As expert she 
participated in several European Union programmes for training of judges in the field 
of human rights and international criminal law. She has published extensively on 
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matters related to international criminal law and the rights of victims. She regularly 
trains and gives lectures in international criminal law. 
 
Dr Sara Kendall 
Dr Sara Kendall is Senior Lecturer in International Law at the University of Kent, 
where she co-directs Kent Law School's Centre for Critical International Law. She 
completed her doctorate on the Special Court for Sierra Leone at the University of 
California at Berkeley, and previously worked on a project on the ICC based at 
Leiden University. She has published widely in journals such as Leiden Journal of 
International Law, American Journal of International Law, and the Journal of 
International Criminal Justice, and her co-edited collection Contested Justice: the 
Politics and Practice of International Criminal Court Interventions is available open 
access through Cambridge University Press. 
 
Lorraine Smith van Lin 
Lorraine Smith van Lin joined Redress in 2017 as the post-conflict justice adviser 
based in The Hague. Prior to joining Redress, Lorraine worked for over 7 years as the 
Director of the International Bar Association’s International Criminal Court 
Programme, monitoring the fairness of legal and policy developments at the Court. 
She has also worked as a consultant on international criminal justice and human rights 
issues. A national of Jamaica, Lorraine has practical experience working directly with 
victims, having worked for several years as a Prosecutor and Resident Magistrate in 
Jamaica. Her concerns about the inadequacy of the legal framework for addressing the 
needs of victims of crime in her country lead to the pursuit of an LLM in International 
Human Rights Law at the University of Essex in the UK. Her current focus is on post-
conflict countries in Africa including Uganda where she is working to ensure 
effective participation of victims in transitional justice contexts. 
 
Luc Walleyn 
Luc Walleyn is an advocate at the Bar in Brussels (Belgium) since 1972. 
NGO observer at the 1998 Rome conference en following PrepComs 
Victim’s counsel in the Lubanga case since 2006 
Guest professor international criminal law at the University Colleges Leuven-
Limburg and the Université Libre de Bruxelles. 
 
Dr Nadia Banteka 
Nadia Banteka is Assistant Professor in International Law & Victimology at 
INTERVICT.  Nadia received her Doctorate in Law from the University of 
Pennsylvania Law School as a Dean’s Scholar and served as a postdoctorate Dean’s 
Scholar at Columbia Law School. Prior, Nadia was a Legal Advisor to the Defense 
Counsel at the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY), 
and a Research Fellow at the Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International 
Criminal Law.  Nadia’s current research in International Criminal Law focuses on 
reparations, victims’ rights and their relationship with International Criminal and 
Human Rights processes.  Nadia’s most recent publications have been featured with 
the Columbia Journal of Transnational Law, Michigan Journal of International 
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Law, Cornell International Law Journal, Duke Journal of Comparative & 
International Law, and University of Pennsylvania Journal of International Law.  
 
Leila Ullrich 
Leila is a British Academy Postdoctoral Fellow in Criminology at the Faculty of Law, 
University of Oxford. Her postdoctoral research examines the interplay between 
terrorism, counter-terrorism and gender. In 2017, she finished her doctoral thesis at 
the Faculty of Law, University of Oxford which explored the interpretation, use and 
practice of ‘justice for victims’ and ‘gender justice’ at the International Criminal 
Court. She has published this research in the Journal of International Criminal Justice 
amongst others. Before starting her postdoctoral research, she worked as social 
stability adviser at UNDP in Lebanon. In this capacity she conceptualized, secured 
funding for and managed an Innovation Project ‘Speak your Mind to Prevent Conflict 
in Lebanon’, a WhatsApp-based survey of Syrian refugees and Lebanese host 
communities to better understand local conflict dynamics and needs. In addition to her 
research, Leila was the Convenor of the Oxford Transitional Justice Research (OTJR) 
network and worked for the International Criminal Court.  
 
Megan Hirst 
Megan Hirst is a barrister at Doughty Street Chambers in London. Previously she 
worked in the Victims Participation and Reparations Section in the ICC Registry and 
the Victims' Participation Unit at the Special Tribunal for Lebanon. She is currently 
one of the legal assistants on the external victims' team in the Dominic Ongwen case. 
She is also co-editor of a textbook on victims' participation published in 2017 (Victim 
Participation in International Criminal Justice).  
 
An Michels 
As the Psychologist/Trauma Expert of the Victims and Witnesses Section of the 
ICC and head of the Section’s Psychosocial Support Team An Michels is responsible 
for all guidance in relation to the protection of psychosocial well-being of 
witnesses and victims appearing before the Court. She also advises the Court on 
issues related to mental health and trauma. The mandate of the team of 
psychologists and support staff based in The Hague and of psychologists in the field 
is to focus on preventing psychological harm as a result of witnesses’ and victims’ 
involvement with the Court, providing psychological and other assistance as well as 
to facilitate testimony of vulnerable witnesses. Under Ms Michels’ guidance various 
tools, protocols and policies were developed shaping the ICC’s protection and support 
of vulnerable witnesses and victims.  
Prior to joining the ICC in 2009, An Michels was responsible for the psychosocial 
team at the Witnesses and Victims Support Section of the Special Court for Sierra 
Leone in Freetown. She further served as a Clinical Psychologist and Project 
Coordinator for Doctors Without Borders in Rwanda, Burundi and Indonesia where 
her work focused on the development of psychosocial support methodologies for 
victims of war, in particular victims of sexual and gender-based violence and former 
child soldiers. In addition she worked as a consultant and researcher for UNICEF, 
WFP, OHCHR and various NGO’s on topics related to war-related trauma and the 
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role of vulnerable witnesses in transitional justice mechanisms. She wrote several 
articles and book-contributions on the topic. 
 
Mikel Delagrange 
Mikel Delagrange is a lawyer from the United States who has previously worked for 
international organizations and NGOs in Cambodia and Nepal (respectively) before 
arriving at the ICC in 2010. Mikel currently works in the Victims Participation and 
Reparations Section of the ICC Registry and is the focal point for Reparations (and 
the Kenya, Georgia and DRC situations) within the Section. He also recently 
published (in April) “The Path towards Greater Efficiency and Effectiveness in the 
Victim Application Processes of the International Criminal Court” in the International 
Criminal Law Review. 
 
Sarah Pellet 
Sarah Pellet is a French lawyer. She holds postgraduate program diplomas in 
international law from the University of Paris II-Panthéon-Assas and from the 
University of Paris X-Nanterre and an LL.M. in International Legal Studies from the 
New York University School of Law. Prior to joining the International Criminal Court 
in 2004, she was legal adviser to the French Consultative Commission on Human 
Rights. She has been working within the Office of Public Counsel for Victims since 
2005 and is currently Counsel therein. In this capacity, she represents 283 former 
child soldiers in the Bosco Ntaganda case. She also represents victims as co-counsel 
in the Lubanga reparations proceedings, as well as in the Gaddafi, Kony and Simone 
Gbagbo cases. She has published numerous articles in relation to international 
criminal law and rights of victims.  
 
Marie O’Leary 
Marie O’Leary is an attorney from the United States, admitted to the Bar of the State 
of Minnesota, and has been working in international criminal law since 2006. She is 
currently a Legal Adviser/Counsel in the Office of Public Counsel for the Defence 
(OPCD) at the ICC and has been in the Office since 2013. Prior to the ICC, she 
worked on several Defence teams at the UN-ICTY including those representing Naser 
Orić, Milan Lukić, Vlastimir Ðorđević, and Dragomir Pećanac. She has also worked 
for an Amicus Curiae Prosecutor and in the ICTY Trial Chambers as an Associate 
Legal Officer. Ms. O’Leary was formerly employed as the Head of Office of the 
Association of Defence Counsel of the ICTY and presently serves on its Executive 
and Training committees. She also currently serves as an elected member of the ICC 
Bar Association’s Legal Advisory and Professional Standards committees. In addition 
to training in the UNICRI Seminar on International Criminal Law Defence over the 
last six years, she has lectured at the Summer School on International Criminal Law 
of the Grotius Centre/ Leiden University and has served as a panellist and contributor 
to forum discussions on defence in international criminal law. 
 


